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(b. 13 April 1728; d. Milan, 22 November 1784) 

mathematics, physics, astronomy. 

Frisi was a member of the Barnabite order. In physics his research must be evaluated in relation to the concepts dominant in 
his time, which led him to justify and interpret certain phenomena of light and aspects of electricity, referring to the vibratory 
motion of ether and other properties attributed to it. 

As an astronomer he concerned himself with the daily movement of the earth (in De motu diurno terrae, awarded a prize by 
the Berlin Academy), the obliquity of the ecliptic, the movement of the moon, the determination of the meridian circle, and 
matters concerning gravity in relation to Newton’s general theories. 

His mathematical activity included studies on kinematics (composition of rotatory movements, etc.) and, notably, on 
isoperimetry. He also did work in hydraulics and was called upon to plan works for the regulation of rivers and canals in 
various parts of northern Italy. He was responsible for laying out the canal built in 1819 between Milan and Pavia. 

Frisi wrote critical notes in, honor of Galieo, Cavaliers, Newton, and d’Alembert, illustrating the contributions each had made 
to science and the influence each had exerted. In Italy during his lifetime he was considered a scientific authority and was also 
well known abroad, so much so that his major works (which he wrote in Latin) were translated into French and English. 
Algebra e geometria analitica (1782) Meccancia (1783), and Cosmografia (1785), in which he brought together the best of his 
work, were, for that era, very up-to-date. Frisi was an editor of Il caffè, a newspaper that was influenced by the thought of the 
French Illuminati and that exerted a notable influence on the cultural, social, and political life of Milan in the second half of the 
eighteenth century. 
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