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(b. Nuremberg, Germany, 6 February 1848; d. Munich, Germany, 3 February 1923) 

mathematics, geography, meteorology, history of science. 

Guenther was the son of a Nuremberg businessman, Ludwig Leonhard Guenther, and Johanna Weiser. In 1872 he married 
Maria Weiser; they had one daughter and three sons, one of whom was the political economist and sociologist Gustav Adolf 
Guenther. 

Guenther studied mathematics and physics from 1865 at Erlangen, Heidelberg, Leipzig Berlin, and Göttingen. He received his, 
doctorate from Erlangen with Studien zur theoretischen Photometrie (1872), He participated in the Franco-Prussian War and 
then took the teaching examination for mathematics and physics. In 1872 he became a teacher at Weissenburg, Bavaria, and 
immediately qualified for university lecturing at Erlangen with Darstellung der Näherungswerte der Kettenbrüche in 
independenter Form (Erlangen, 1872–1873). Guenther went to the Munich Polytechnicum as a Privatdozent in mathematics in 
1874 and to Ansbach in 1876 as professor of mathematics and physics at the Gymnasium. From 1886 to 1920 he was professor 
of geography at the Munich Technische Hochschule, and from 1911 to 1914 he was rector of this school. A member of the 
Liberal party, he served in the German Reichstag from 1878 to 1884 and in the Bavarian Landtag from 1884 to 1899 and from 
1907 to 1918. During World War I he headed the Bavarian flying weather service, beginning in 1917. 

Guenther’s numerous books and journal articles encompass both pure mathematics and its history and physics, geophysics, 
meteorology, geography, and astronomy. The individual works on the history of science, worth reading even today, bear 
witness to a thorough study of the sources, a remarkable knowledge of the relevant secondary literature, and a superior 
descriptive ability. Although it is true that his compendia contain a great many names and references, only hint at particulars, 
and are outdated today, they are nevertheless characteristic of their time. 
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