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(b. Lisieux, France, 9 April 1652[?]; d. Paris, France, 1706), 

astronomy. 

Le Fèvre’s origins remain uncertain, although tradition has it that he started life as a weaver. Scholars have confused him with 
an instrument maker having the same surname. Not until the age of thirty did he appear in the French scientific community as 
the friend of a certain Father Pierre, an amateur astronomer slightly older than Le Févre who had studied humanities in Lisieux 
and was professor of rhetoric at the Collége de Lisieux in Paris. Father Pierre, an associate of Picard and of P. de La Hire, 
recommended his friend to Picard, who, after testing Le Féver’s ability to calculate astronomical tables, assigned him the task 
of doing the calculations for the Connaissances des temps. Through Picard’s influence and probably that of La Hire, Le Féver 
became a member of the Académie des Sciences a few months later. After Picard’s death he continued the more pedestrian 
aspects of Picard’s work by calculating astronomical tables, by publishing the Connaissances des temps, by making a few 
astronomical observations, and by assisting La Hire in surveying. 

Soon after La Hire published his Tabulae astronomicae… (Paris, 1687), Le Févre accused him of stealing his astronomical 
tables and publishing them as his own. Le Févre’s ill feeling toward his colleague and mentor smoldered until 1700, when it 
erupted again after La Hire’s son, Gabriel-Philippe, had published Ephemerides ad annum 1701 (Paris,1700). In the original 
preface to the Connaissances des temps for 1701, Le Févre, who probably resented not having been named the Academy’s 
official publisher of ephemerides, let his anger flame and treated the La Hires rudely. The French government, which took 
offense at this, had the original preface replaced by one praising the Connaissances des temps from Le Févre to the Académie 
des Sciences. In 1701 the government succeeded in having Le Févre excluded from the Academy for having failed to attend 
meetings regularly, as required by the rules. During the remaining few years of his life Le Févre seems to have continued 
publishing ephemerides under the pseudonym of J. de Beaulieu. 
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