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(fl. India, 1356) 

mathematics. 

Narayana, the son of Nrsimha (or Narasimha), was one of the most renowned Indian mathematicians of the medieval period. 
His Ganitakaumudi, on arithmetic and geometry, was composed in 1356; in it he refers to his Bijaganitavatamsa, on algebra 
(see Supplement). The Karmapradipikā, a commentary on the Līlavāti of Bhāskara II (b. 1115), is found in several south 
Indian libraries attributed to Narayana; but the author, a follower of Āryabhạa I (b. 476), may be the Kerala astronomer and 
mathematician Mādhava of Sāgamagrāma (ca. 1340–1425). 

The Ganitakaumudī consists of rules (sūtras) and examples (udāharanas), which in the only edition, the two-volume one of P. 
Dvivedi (Benares, 1936–1942), are given separate numberings that do not coincide with the division of the work into chapters  

(vyavahāras). In fact, the edition is based on a single manuscript which was evidently corrupt and perhaps incomplete. We do 
not really know in detail the contents of the Gaṇitakaumudī. The Bījagaṇitāvatamsa is preserved in a unique and incomplete 
manuscript at Benares; only the first part has been edited, by K. S. Shukla as a supplement to ṇtam (1 , pt. 2 [1969- 1970]). 
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