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((b. Sorø, Denmark, 16 June 1839; d. Copenhagen, Denmark, 5 August 1910), 

mathematics. 

Petersen’s interest in mathematics was awakened at school, where his main occupation was solving problems and attempting 
the trisection of the angle. At the age of seventeen he entered the College of Technology in Copenhagen; but after some years 
of study he transferred to the University of Copenhagen, from which he graduated in 1866 and received the doctorate in 1871. 
His dissertation treated equations solvable by square roots with applications to the solution of problems by ruler and compass. 
During his university years and after graduation Petersen taught in secondary schools. In 1871 he was appointed docent at the 
College of Technology and, in 1887, professor at the University of Copenhagen, a post he held until the year before his death. 

Through his terse, well-written textbooks Petersen has exerted a very strong influence on mathematical education in Denmark. 
Several of his books were translated into other languages. Worthy of particular mention is his Methods and Theories for the 
Solution of Problems of Geometrical Constructions (Danish, 1866; English, 1879; French, 1880; Italian, 1881; Russian, 1892). 
His other writings cover a wide range of subjects in algebra, number theory, analysis, geometry, and mechanics. Perhaps his 
most important contribution is his theory of regular graphs, inspired by a problems in the theory of invariants and published in 
Acta mathematica in 1891. 
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