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(b. Herrenberg, Germany, 22 April 1592; d. Tübingen, Germany, 23 October 1635) 

astronomy, mathematics, natural philosophy. 

Schickard, a brilliant student, received the B.A. in 1609 and the M.A. in 1611 from the University of Tübingen, where 
he continued with the study of theology and oriental languages until 1613. He then served as deacon or pastor in several 
nearby towns. In 1617 he befriended Kepler, who reawakened in him an interest in mathematics and astronomy and 
with whom he maintained an active correspondence for several years. In 1619 he was named professor of Hebrew at the 
University of Tübingen. Upon the death in 1631 of his former teacher, Michael Müstlin, Schickard succeeded to the 
chair of astronomy but continued to lecture on Hebrew. 

Schickard was a polymath who knew several Near Eastern languages, some of which he taught himself. He was a 
skilled mechanic, cartographer, and engraver in wood and copperplate; and he wrote treatises on Semitic studies, 
mathematics, astronomy, optics, meteorology, and cartography. He invented and built a working model of the first 
Kepler the development of a mechanical means of calculating ephemerides. Schickard’s works on astronomy include a 
lunar ephemeris, observations of the comets of 1618, and descriptions of unusual solar phenomena (meteors and the 
transit of Mercury in 1631). He also constructed and described a teaching device consisting of a hollow sphere in three 
segments with the heavens represented on the inside. 

Schickard was an early supporter of Kepler’s theories; his treatise on the 1631 transit of Mercury called attention to 
some of Kepler’s ideas and works and to the superiority of the Rudolophine Tables, Schickard also mentioned Kepler’s 
first two laws of planetary motion; the second law, however, was given only in the inverse-distance, rather than in the 
correct, equal-areas formulation. 
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