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(b. Samarkand, Uzbekistan, Russia, fI 1276)
mathematics, logic, astronomy.

Al-Samarquandi was a contemporary of NasT al-Din al-TasT (1201-1274) and Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi (1236-1311). Al-
SamarqgandT was not among the scientists associated with al-TusT at the observatory at Maragha. A noted logician, al-
Samarqandi was best known to mathematicians for his famous tract Kitab Ashkal al-ta’sts (“Book on the Fundamental
Theorems”). This work of twenty pages, probably composed around 1276, summarizes with their abridged demonstrations
thirty-five fundamental propositions of Euclid’s geometry. To write this short work, Samarqandt geometry. To write this short
work. SamarqandT consulted the writings of Ibn al-Haytham, ‘Umar al-Khayyami, al-JawharT, Nasir al-D1in al-TasT, and Athir
al-Din al-Abhari. Several mathematicians, notably Qadi Zada, commented on this work by al-Samarqandi.

It was chiefly with his book on dialectics that al-Samarqandi became famous. This valuable work, entitled Risala fi adab al-
bath (“Tract on the Methods of Enquiry”), was the subject of several commentaries. Two other works on logic by al-
SamarqandT are known: Mizan al-Qustas and Kitab ‘Ayn al-nazar fi‘ ilm al-jadal. Al-Samarqandi was also interested in
astronomy. He wrote Al-Tadhkira fi ’1-hay’a (“Synopsis of Astronomy”) and a star calendar for 1276-1277. His Saha’if al-
ilahiyya and his ‘Agaid are two works on dogmatic theology.
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