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(b. Basel, Switzerland, 17 October 1759; d. St. Petersburg, Russia, 15 August 1789)
mathematics.

Jakob II was Johann II’s most gifted son. He graduated in jurisprudence in 1778 but successfully engaged in
mathematics and physics. In 1782 he presented a paper (6) to support his candidacy for the chair of his uncle Daniel.
The decision (made by drawing lots) was against him, however, and he traveled as secretary of the imperial envoy to
Turin and Venice, where he received a call to St. Petersburg. There he married a granddaughter of Euler and published
several treatises (2—4) at the Academy. When only thirty years old, he drowned while swimming in the Neva.
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