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(b. Crécyen-Brie, France, 25 August 1699; d. Paris, France, 4 May 1768),
mathematics, mechanics, astronomy.

Camus was the son of Marguerite Maillard and Etienne Camus, a surgeon. He early evidenced mathematical and mechanical
abilities that induced his parents to send him to the College de Navarre. He subsequently continued to study mathematics (with
Varignon) and also undertook work in civil and military architecture, mechanics, and astronomy.

In 1727 Camus entered the Academy of Sciences’ prize competition for the best manner of masting vessels. His memoir on
this subject won half the prize money and was published by the Academy; more important, it was mainly responsible for
bringing him election to that body as an assistant mechanician on 13 August 1727.

During the next forty years Camus served the Academy as administrator (he was its director in 1750 and 1761), as frequent
commissioner for diverse examinations, and as active scientist. In the last capacity he presented some purely mathematical
memoirs, although the greatest number of his contributions dealt with problems of mechanics. These included treatments of
toothed wheels and their use in clocks, studies of the raising of water from wells by buckets and pumps, an evaluation of an
alleged solution to the problem of perpetual motion, and works on devices and standards of measurement. His most important
scientific service was with Maupertuis, Clairaut, and Lemonnier on the Academy’s 1736 expedition to Lapland to determine
the shape of the earth. He subsequently served with the same people to determine the amplitude of the arc of Picard’s earlier
measure and, several years later, with Bouguer, Pingré, and Cassini de Thury in closely related operations. He was also
involved in Cassini de Thury’s famous cartographical venture, which produced the Carte de la France published by the
Academy in 1744-1787.

In 1730 Camus was named to the Academy of Architecture and became its secretary shortly thereafter. There he gave public
lessons to aspiring architects as the Academy’s professor of geometry. These lessons later served as the basis of a Cours de
mathématiques that he drew up for the use of engineering students, a task he assumed in 1748 in conjunction with the creation
of the Ecole du Génie at Méziéres. A standard examination procedure was also established, and Camus was named the
examiner of engineering students.

According to his instructions, Camus’s course was to consist of four parts—arithmetic, geometry, mechanics, and hydraulics;
the Cours, published in three parts from 17491751, covered all but the last. (Among the large number of manuscripts left at
his death were a work on hydraulics, apparently intended to complete the Cours, and a treatise on practical geometry differing
from what he had published.) In 1755, when Camus was also named the examiner for artillery schools, this Cours became the
standard work for artillery students. Its great success was, therefore, due more to Camus’s monopoly on examinations than to
its intrinsic merit. In point of fact, the Cours came under increasing attack in the 1760’s as inappropriate for artillery students
and too elementary for those at Mézieres.
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