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(b Gunzenhausen, Germany, 20 January 1573; d. Ansbach, Germany, 26 December 1624) astronomy. 

Mayr was the first to mention in print the nebula in Andromeda, to publish tables of the mean periodic motions of the four 
satellites of Jupiter then known, to direct attention to the variation in their brightness, and to identify the brightest of the four, 
which are still called by the names he bestowed on them.1 

After studying at Gunzenhausen and later at the Margrave’s School in Heilbronn from 1589 to 1601, he was appointed 
mathematician of the margrave of Ansbach and was sent to Prague, with a recommendation dated 22 May 1601, to join the 
staff of Tycho Brahe, the mathematician of Emperor Rudolph II.2 Arriving toward the end of May, Mayr learned how to use 
Tycho’s observational instruments.3 He remained less than four months, however, since on 25 September he passed through 
Znojmo in Moravia, and then Vienna, on his way south.4 

Deciding to study medicine in Padua, Mayr was admitted to the Association of German Students of the Arts in the University 
of Padua on 18 December l601.5 On that occasion he donated six Venetian lire to the association and in each of the next four 
years he contributed ten lire. Because the association’s proctor was unable to complete his term of office, Mayr replaced him 
on 5 March 1604. On 27 July Mayr was elected librarian or second counselor, to serve until 14 April 1605. On 1 July 1605 he 
announced that he had to return home6 During this journey he spent the night of 25 July near Donauwörth.7 The association’s 
official minutes for 24 July record that he had misinformed it about the German law students’ attitude toward an impending 
election.8 In 1606 Mayr married Felicitas Lauer, daughter of his publisher in Nuremberg. In October 1613 he met Johannes 
Kepler, Brahe’s successor as imperial mathematician, at the Diet held in Regensburg.9 

Shortly after his arrival in Padua, on 24 December 1601, Mayr had observed a solar eclipse: and on 10 October 1604 he 
noticed that year’s nova while with a pupil who a few years later, on 4 May 1607, was convicted of plagiarizing a work by 
Galileo.10 In his published denunciation of the plagiarist, Galileo refrained from mentioning Mayr by name, perhaps to avoid 
arousing the powerful Association of German Students, but referred to him as an “old adversary,” poisonous reptile, and 
“enemy … of all mankind”11 Sixteen years later, after Galileo had left Padua, in his Assayer of 1623 he condemned Mayr’s 
World of Jupiter (Nuremberg, 1614, two editions) as itself an outright plagiarism. But Galileo spoiled his case by suggesting 
that Jupiter’s satellites had never been seen by Mayr, whose tables of their mean motions preceded and surpassed Galileo’s.12 
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