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(b.Brissac, Maine-et-Loire, 11 June 1656; d. Paris, France, 24 February 1728)
mathematics.

Reeyneau is important historically as the author of a textbook, written at the request of Malebrance, that was designed to
provide instruction in the new mathematics developed at the beginning of the eighteenth century. The son of a surgeon, he
studied at the Oratorian college in Angers. Attracted by the order, on 17 October 1676 he entered the Maison d’Institution in
Paris, where, besides Malebranche, he met Jean Present, who had just published his Elements des mathématiques. In 1679
Reyneau was sent to the College de Toulon, and in March 1681 he was ordained a priest there. In October 1682 he went to the
University of Angers to replace Present as professor of mathematics, a post he held for twenty-three years. Suffering from
deafness, he had former students substitute for him for several years but was finally obliged to give up teaching in 1705.
Reyneau spent the rest of his life in Paris, at the Oratorian house on rue Saint-Honore, and published his textbooks there. He
was named an associé libre of the Académie Royal des Sciences on 12 February 1716.

Many surviving manuscripts reveal Reneau’s pedagogical ability and are valuable source for the study of mathematics in
France at the end of the seventeenth century. Reyneau was only slightly aware of the projects of Malebranche and L’ Hospital
in 1690-1691 and of the revolution resulting from Jahann Bernoulli’s stay in Paris in 1692. As late as 1694 all that Maleranche
had for Reyneau to do was edit Present’s posthumous Géométric. But, after abadoing the last shred of Cartresion mathematics,
textbook required by this turnabout (1698).

Reyneau worked with two other Oratorians, Louis Byzance and Claude Jaquement, who were better mathematics than he.
Reyeanu had some difficulty in assimilating the differential and integral calculus and was very interested in the debates,
beginning in 1700, provoked by Rolle on this subject. Reyeanu’s editorial efforts were frustrated in various ways, and the
textbook was not published until 1708.

In 1705 Reyneau came into possession of Byzance’s papers, which included a copy of the “Lecons” that Bernoulli had
prepared for "Hospital. Unfortunately, Reyeanu lent some of the documents to Mont mort, who lost them. On the whole,
however, he preserved as well as possible the manuscripts of the group around Malebranche; and from them he drew the
inspiration for a second didactic work, published in 1714. This work, which attempted to preserve the central conceptions of
the Oratorian mathematics of the end of the preceding century, was less successful than the first.

Reyneau’s most notable contribution to mathematical education was Analyze démontrée (1708). It was from the second edition
of this work that d’ Alembert learned the fundamentals of the subject.
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