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(b. Wormerveer, Netherlands, 21 January 1846; d. Groningen, Netherlands, 18 April 1923)
mathematics.

Schoute, whose family were industrialists on the Zaan near Amsterdam, studied at the Polytechnical School at Delft, from
which he graduated in 1867 as a civil engineer. He continued his study of mathematics at Leiden, where he received his Ph. D.
in 1870 with the dissertation “Homography Applied to the Theory of Quadric Surfaces.” While teaching at high schools in
Nijmegen (1871-1874) and The Hague (1874-1881), he published two textbooks on cosmography. From 1881 until his death
he was professor of mathematics at the University of Groningen.

Schoute was a typical geometer. In his early work he investigated quadrics, algebraic curves, complexes, and congruences in
the spirit of nineteenth-century projective, metrical, and enumerative geometry. From 1891 he turned to geometry in Euclidean
spaces of more than three dimensions, then a field in which little work had been done. He did extensive research on regular
polytopes (generalizations of regular polyhedrons). Some of his almost thirty papers in this field were written in collaboration
with Alice Boole Stott (1860-1940), daughter of the logician George Boole.

Schoute was an editor of the Revue semestrielle des publications mathématiques from its founding in 1893, and in 1898 he
became an editor of the Nieuw archief voor wiskunde. He held both positions until his death. In 1886 he became a member of
the Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences.
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