
MAHāVīRA 
(fl. Mysore, India, ninth century) 

mathematics. 

Mahāvīra, a Jain, wrote during the reign of Amoghavarṣa, the Rāṣṭrakūṭa monarch of Karṇāṭaka and Mahārāṣṭra between 
814/815 and about 880. Nothing else of his life is known. His sole work was a major treatise on mathematics, the 
Gaṇitasārasan̄graha (see essay in Supplement), in nine chapters: 

1. Terminology. 
2. Arithmetical operations. 
3. Operations involving fractions. 
4. Miscellaneous operations. 
5. Operations involving the rule of three. 
6. Mixed operations. 
7. Operations relating to the calculations of areas. 
8. Operations relating to excavations. 
9. Operations relating to shadows. 

There is one commentary on this work by a certain Varadarāja, and another in Kannaḍa, entitled Daivajñavallabha. 
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